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What is Tänk?
•

We are independent. Helsinki-based, we are a non-partisan Finnish think tank founded in
2011.

•

We push for positive changes. We work to improve the success and welfare of the Finnish
society at large.

•

We educate and solve. We employ a pragmatic, fact-based approach to solving societal
challenges and to informing our target audiences of current issues, using thorough analysis
and the latest results of the international scientific and expert community.

•

We lead, participate and partner. We contribute to debates independently but also work
in cooperation with selected partners on publications, research and analysis.

•

We raise the standard. We are inspired by the transparent, articulate and analysis-based
Anglo-American think tank tradition, where independence is safeguarded through
donations and voluntary contributions.

Who are Tänk?
•

Experts. Five social scientists – four economists and one social psychologist, with experience
from both the private, public and third sectors, business and academia.

•

International, with roots. All Finnish by birth, we share almost 40 years of combined experience
from outside of our native country, bringing an international perspective to everything we do.

•

Passionate. While our individual areas of expert focus differ, we are brought together by a
shared passion for innovative applications of social sciences to policy-making:
• Alternative economic theories, behavioural approaches
• The elements, formation, and measurement of welfare
• Sustainable economic growth and development
• Public opinion and social justice
• Financial instruments of growth

•

Communicative. We are all fully fluent in at least Finnish and English. Swedish, French, German,
Italian, Polish, Portuguese, Spanish, Chinese, Dutch and Arabic are also spoken amongst us.

Detailed information about the team in the appendix

Pragmatic

Analytical

Tänk – Leading the Discussion
Visible and active, Tänk breaks new ground by introducing new topics and approaches

2013

2014

Introducing Self Mastery as a Key Concept for Wellbeing
Introducing an innovative, proprietary theory and policy frame for citizens’ empowerment in the
creation of their own welfare choice architecture

The Introduction of Behavioural Insights into Finnish Policy-making
Driving the launch of latest approaches to informed policy-making in the country

Basic Income
Among the first to produce an impartial, analytical account on the
possibilities of introducing basic income in Finland

Inclusive Growth, Inclusive Finance
Paving the way for discussion on new forms of
participatory finance to create more inclusive growth

Tänk – Participating and Partnering
Maintaining our independent stance, we work with a range of top level counterparts in Finland and beyond
The Parliament of Finland / The Finnish Innovation Fund (SITRA)
•
Sustainable Economic Policy Forum Membership & Leadership Training for members of the Finnish
Parliament (spring & summer 2013)
•
Contribution to the Strategy Paper: Life Mastery in the Creation of Enthusiasm and Entrepreneurship
(12/2013)
The Prime Minister’s Office
•
Requested expert opinion on the results of the research project ”Towards a model for sustainable growth –
the global perspective” (project commissioned by The Prime Minister’s Office) (11/2013)
The Finnish Funding Agency for Technology and Innovation (TEKES)
•
Development of Strategic Clusters of Expertise Foresight Team: ”Fragile Europe – Fragile Finland?”
•
Commentary on labour conditions in the ”Housing and Living Environment 2040” publication
SuomiAreena 2014
•
Event organizer at Finland’s biggest policy and society convention
RoCSWel - The Role of the civil society and volunteering in the welfare and wellbeing
•
Participating in a pan-Nordic knowledge creation and sharing project partly funded by the EU
EHYT – Finnish Association for Substance Abuse Prevention
•
Developing behavioral economics -inspired interventions and policies for strengthening
the participation rate in vocational training

RoCSWel

Recent Tänk Publications
Self Mastery – from Everyday Language to a Central Theme in Policy-making
•

Self-financed, independent research triggered by the observed need to improve citizens’
ability to manage available resources to achieve individual goals and empower them to
enhance subjective well-being
Introduces the concept of Self Mastery, linking the capabilities approach (Amartya Sen
and Martha Nussbaum) and Tänk’s proprietary theory and policy framework
Referenced as a source for Government Report on the Future of Finland: Well-being
Through Sustainable Growth (10/2013)
Sets a target to develop Self Mastery Index (WIP) as a new indicator of welfare

•
•
June 2013

•

Bubbles, Turbulence and Utopias – New Economic Movements
•

•
•

Commissioned for the Sustainable Economy Forum at SITRA, the Finnish Innovation
Fund – published in April 2013
Describes the current universe of available alternative forms of economic activity and
thinking born through recent efforts to build more sustainable economic systems
Used as training material by the Fund for the members of the Finnish parliament and
key decision-makers across a wide spectrum in 2013-14

May 2013

H1 2014

Selected
forthcoming
papers

•
•
•

Self mastery and enthusiasm: Specialist commentary paper for the Parliament of Finland
Basic Income for citizens: Commissioned paper (partner to be disclosed shortly)
Inclusive financing for sustainable growth: Case Crowdfunding

H2 2014
•

The role of the Third Sector in the Nordic welfare model

What Comes Next?

Nudge /
Behavioural
Insights
Obliquity and
Indirect Targets

Antifragile
Individuals,
Antifragile
Societies

Exciting Ideas and Potential Paths

APPENDIX

The Tänk Team
Markus Kanerva, Managing Director, Founder
M.Soc.Sc. (University of Helsinki)
Experienced strategic consultant and media
professional
Interested in decision-making processes,
welfare state, individuals and society;
measurement of well-being

Mikko Forss, Director of Research
M.Soc.Sc. (University of Helsinki), M.Sc.(LSE)
Ph.D. Candidate (University of Helsinki)
Expert in International Economics (OECD,
ECB, Statistics Finland, Roubini Global
Economics)
Interested in behavioural economics, new
growth theories; the elements and
formation of welfare and good life
Ohto Kanninen, Fellow
M.Soc.Sc. (University of Helsinki) Master of
Research, Ph.D. (European University
Institute)
Economist, researcher of income inequality
and social mobility (Labour Institute for
Economic Research)
Interested in income inequality, economics of
labour and education, alternative economic
theories and welfare

Noora Laitio, Fellow
B.Sc., M.Phil., Ph.D. Candidate (Cambridge
University)
Investment and sustainable development
professional (Goldman Sachs, Rothschild,
European Investment Bank, World Bank);
Advisor to the European Commission; Fellow of
Royal Society of Arts
Interested in sustainable finance and inclusive
growth, the role of private sector in welfare,
institutional solutions in creating welfare

Tiina Likki, Director of Outreach
M.Soc.Sc. (University of Helsinki), Ph.D.
(Université de Lausanne)
Expert in Social Psychology and Quantitative
Methods, Researcher of the formation of public
opinion; Junior Fellow of The Finnish Business
and Policy Forum
Interested in social justice, political attitudes
and active citizenship; the role of psychology
and behavioural sciences in policy-making

